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(1) He relied on the doctor during the operation.
(@) (b)

FPFELIC, QRBEHENAEZRTHD., OMENEERTH S, F212@ & Ob) L
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(2)*He relied during the operation on the doctor.
(b) (a)
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(3) a. The doctor was relied on.
b.*The operation was relied during.
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(4) a. Who did he rely on ___ during the operation?
b.*What did he rely on the doctor during ___?
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(5) a.*On the doctor he relied during the operation.
(a)
b. During the operation he relied on the doctor.
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(7) a. the student [of physics ] [with long hair]
b.*the student [with long hair] [of physics]
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(10) a. The attack with missile grenades on the police head quarters caught the coalition forces
by surprise.
b. Lack of interest on Mary’s part in social work surprised me.
c. I would have preferred a meeting in a less formal setting with friendlier union
members.
d. Pictures in post offices of the ten most wanted have been far less effective than Walsh’s
“America’s Most Wanted.”
e. The nomination by the President of Harriet Miers to the Supreme Court angered the
ultra-conservative wing of the Republican Party.
f. The impeachment by the Congress of sitting presidents doesn’t take place too often.
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(11) a. a vase of glass with roses
b.*a vase with roses of glass
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(12) a vase of glass with roses
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(13) a vase with roses of glass
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(16) a. the student of physics with long hair
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b.*the student with long hair of physics
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(18) a. the big boring red linguistics book
7b. the boring big red linguistics book
7c. the red big boring linguistics book
*d. the big boring linguistics red book
*e. the big linguistics boring red book
*f. the linguistics big boring red book
(Carnie 2002: 124)
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(20)a. NP b. NP
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A Note on Teaching English Syntax

TAKAHASHI Yasuo

Abstract

The antisymmetry between complements and adjuncts based on X-bar Theory has been
assumed to play an important role in explaining the linear order of complements and adjuncts. But
Kuno (2006) and Kuno and Takami (2007) showed counter examples to this standard assumption
and they concluded that this order is not derived from that antisymmetry, but is controlled by a
functional constraint. This paper explores what instructors should do when faced with unexpected

data in teaching English syntax.



